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OTE FOR FILE Vo Yt Y 
i viewed Halifax on ith March to intervie VAP RS Sl9S3. 


SLOBODA. I arrived at Police Headquarters at 4.30 o.n. and 

Nrae SLOBODA wes eventually produced at about 6 o' discret ieeRe 
| Boantine I talked over the case with Dotective- Constable Thoayson, 
| the-"Special -Ssanéh’ ofthe Zal ifax.Polico. Force, ard read his 
\papors in orger to refresh my nezor; + I invited Detective Constable 2 
< Thorpson.-to be prosent.during the interview although in fact he took - 





. Mervoug and not’ very intelligent north country woman, ill-equipped 
‘to grapple with tho upkeeval of the past two years. At the outset 
“~“I:told her that I was not a porice orficer but <a mexter of the Var 
Office in London: concerned with security cotters and in thia. 
Connection thére rere a few questions I wishc® to asx her. However, 
she was under no odligation.to enswer any gucstions or indeed to be 
intervierod at atl, but shoule che ‘egree to ansover sy questions then 
she should bear in mind that tie contents of ous interview mist not 
bo discussed with anyone else at any time. Sho Saié that.she was 
quite prepared: to be intervieved although cha did not think that she 

. had any information of value to us. I should mention here that at 
the beginnings she was obviously very nervcus and reticent » then for 
& period she seemed rich more eell-aseured, end towarés the end of . 
the interview, when one or two rather Celicate matters were raised 
she became sonexhat Cistressed, flushed and uncertain of herself, 
Before recording whet she hac ‘o say I fcel bound to m2ke the 
reservation that I do. not believe she told ce the whole truth and that i; 
T do not consider that sho ia quite so guileless as the inpression 

- she gave moa at the beginning of the interview leé me to believe. In 
brief, she may not be very intelligent, tut: she has lots of native 


no part ‘in it. 
2. 2 2= sora. “SLO30Da gives tho icoression of being a rather quiet, On 


cunning, 
3. She sunplied the following ancwers to the questions put by re 
“on the basis of the questionnaicrs ecceived fron _ as at 8&a:— . 


Ko bark 


A. Unéer what efrounstances 2s che romiitted to return to 

et EE 20 te eS SR 

Her object in returnin; to this country from the U.S.S.R. ‘in 
Nerch 1962 was to taxe a holiday whicn, che said, she felt che 
badly needed. It was obvious fon what Irs. SLOZODA had to: 
say that sho had found life ‘r Lyov very citficult, largely 
because. of her lack: of Russian, and tho fact that hes husbar.d's 
parents were living in the’ sere apartment. After éiscussing ai oo 
the mattor with her husbend she Tirst applied for .. exit visa 
in August 1961 and sie adcitted that the Russian Enzelligence 
Officer responsible Zor her hustand's. vesettlenenz esxod her 
more than once why sho wished zo leave hor Eusbar. in Russia and | 
retura home to Enziand, 10 Tesattlezent offices izplored her 
husband to bring rressure ~o: tear on her on tke srounds that ser 
husdand was now living in Russia asd that it was up to her +o 
muckle dovn and beceze “acclinztised" and stay by bis side 
rather than to returm to the Geers However, in the end hey 
porsistence won the day and after Goposiving her fasspors - 
the authorities in Lyoy She.received it back again in Mazo. 
with an exit visa stazped therein. She wished to tate no. 
‘her scall daughter but aluo. cer Secend son with ker and on 
arrival in Moscow from Lvov ty Aeroflot cho visited the British 
Embaasy to discuss the status of tha son in question, Victer — 
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Eéwiny tom in 1956 in the U.S.A. 
Ee> busband accomponied hes to Ucscow and mace tke 

Tranperent3 fer ker Geparturs: so ¢:d not cention any 

moetinss with any U.S. offtotats ta “caoow. ; 






re leaving Lvov she vas =rosented 

erent officer with whieh + 

i and she was sévised 

Ezbassr in London. regardins arransesent 

<a at the conclusion of fer holiday; 

valicateé for ninety days. Liss; SLOS0IA, when intorviewed 
iSth Marck, said that She, is now desirous of returning to 

+52. Sho indicated that whilst in this country she had 

sccx of Le> position and felt Cuty Gouné to return to 

She considered it unlixcly that the Russians 


“Woulé De prepared to allow all three chilé=on to leave. the 


U.S.S.2. and thus she felt that the enly alternative was for 


her to seturn there. In this cennoction ske kad recently 


received a telegram from he>. Susvand saying that he was 
’ : . aA! 


-plamin> to despatch the elces® child, David, born in the U.K. 


in 1923, to"Ralifax, but she kad sent a.telecran in reply ; 
telling ber busband to abandon this plan as she hosself proposed 
*o return to Russia in the near future. Liss. SLCSCDA was 
questioned about her motives Ter sending this télecran, seeing 
that hes Lusbond appeared to bave =2d0 2 decision to return 

the British born son to this ccunszy and bearing in cind that 
hrs. SICICDA herself had indicated 4 r cispleasure at the fact 
that this particular son (vho was a4 boamting school and who 
now spoxe Siuent Russian) gave every appcorance of growing aay 
from. the Zonily and beconins a ¥ uns Communist. Sze averred 
that ste vas still very much in love with her Lusbdar Ske’ 
dié not ‘seen +o.envisage\any difficulty in obtaining the 
assistazse oF the Soviet Consulate in London to. rctura to the 
U.S.S.2., ané she expects the Consulate to provide her with - 
the necessary passages when recuested to ao SO; S20 added that 
she ksé received an assurance about the availabili::- of free 
passases fren ‘Anton!. ; 






S Intclliccres ? 


IT? So, 


B. 
rezices of 








eoriunication ¢id ske receive 


Mrs. SLOSODA cenied that shewas approacked br Sovies 
Intelligence at any stage of hes stay in the U.S.S.3., les 
alone recreited by then. cn Ser arrival in the U.S.S.R. ct 
Leninsrai she vas ret by ber husband who intrcguced hor so the 
RIS. pesattiexent officer refernca tO above. ofTicial . 
arranged Tor ker to stay a Tow days berore baking srsangen 
Zor he> Zcurney to Lvov. @ae naze of this reseztlesent orlicer 
was given ty M2s. SLOBODA as ‘Anton’ ang sho sais shat he is 


M5 ~ 
as2l5 











between 45 ang 50 yours of zo. She said thst ali the ; 
arranjerernts for her. trip. to ienincsrad were sade by she Seviet 
Consulate in London wher sho Lad. approackee after receiving a 
letter fre her husband in Russia. The Soviet Ccnsul hinseil 
handled ber affairs in a cou tecus and kind saonner. The Rusctang 
raid all her exenses for the trip and in-addit: Shipped Les 
surnitas She maintained that on arrival at Loninsrad 2. was 


sudjected to no security io procecures 

by the Soviet autherities and that the only serson comested with 
Soviet Inteliizence whon sto nes curing hor stacy in the U.S.S.2. 
was the Anten referred tc adove. surthermore, she maintained 
that the 2.2.8. had attaczea no concitions (involving intellisernce 


activities in this country) to tLe érantins of persissicen to 
return tere. ; 
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D. Details of her travel arrancenonts immediately =e 





Gevection ? 





Ura. SLOBODA maintained that at no stago pric> to his 
@efection did her husband givo ker the Slightest hirt or 
indicaticn of hie plans to dofect. On the day tr. question he went 


” off to work dressed in civilian clothes in the nozcal way and quite 


simply, did not come back at the normal hour. - Lstexshowever, 
he telephoned fron East Berlin to inform hte wife that he would 
not be hone that night but would see her. again soon ard that in 
no circunstences was she to worry. . A day or 80 =rior to these 


events SLOSODA had received his arcy pay and hed handed over the 


usual acount of housexeceping to his wife. A day o> ao after 
receiving the.tolephone call lrs. SLOBODA received a postcard. 
saying in effect. "don't-worry, I will write again soon", and 

she secred to think that the postcard bore a Berlin postmark, 


She said his car was found abandcned near Cologne. ~ Mrs. 4 
‘SLOEODA said she know nothing ebout her husband having had ariy 


cohtact with any Russians in Cermany. at any time prior.to his 
Gofecticn. ‘Ske indicated tkat she had bocn closely questioned 
about this matter by the American éuthorities in Pearnkxfurt 
whon .her’ husband's defection had boon reported to tiaze She 
said that her husband worked as a "plain clothes" zas in the 
U.S. Arzy Military Intelligence group based in Franx“urt. He 
never sougtt to discuss his work with her but ke Seened to : 
enjoy it end it used to involve a Cortain amount cD travelling. 
Lvs. SLOBODA said that whilst relations betwoen he> and her 
husband were normal as at tho tire of Lis Gesecticn, there had 
been a nurber of disputes over meney. It seemed tiat SLOBODA, 


‘contrary to army regulations, had taken to visiting aight clubs 


and. cabarets in Frankfurt and also to gambling. Ai] this had 
led him to incurring substantial debts and in this ccnnection 
Krs. SLOBCDA said that at the tine her husband was ia gobt to 

the extent ‘of 84,000, a fact which he feared would in timo: 
reach the ears of the nilitary cuthorities and resuit in him’ 
being court sartiallod. irs. SLOZODA hinted that sho kad ‘had 
more than her share of financial worries Whilst thes sere living 
in Gormary. Sho said that life es a soldier's wife in the 
U.S.A. had been extremely pleasent and that both her husband 

and herself had more than once cursed the cay when they had been 
posted to Gerwany. Lrs. SLOBCDA said that. che did ss* xnow why 
her husband decided to defect but azreed that. bis staze of 
indebtecnoss had been playing on his mind for Sone tiza.. 
(Incidentally Lichael SLOBODA, brother of Vladimir, stated in 
October 1560 that he knew his brother to be keavily in debt 

due to sarmbling and that on ono occasion Vladinir SLZZODA had 
renarxed cryptically: "I don't want to 6, but. I russ.) i! 
kins. SLOBODA indicated that her husband had been out on : ; 
gambling excursions ror many months ‘prior to his actusi defection. 






Gerartura from En-land Tom U.S.5.2., and ¢ctatis o> 
_ from Enszlarné to ultinate destination in U.S.S.x. 
See (A) above. 
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E. Nhat Soviet loc Intelliszence ard 
SLOSCDA and Tirs. SICSODA sere made ? rat tyme cf 
nature and extont of infornation did they Nirnizh 2? Fos re 
‘ane in what tye or propacanéa progress wera ther eavolved 
and what were their tke-os ? : 













Urs. SLOSCDA said that during her tine in the U.S.S.3. hex 
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paganca workers ¢n one occasicn only. 
A Soviet journs?: terview her to Find cut now she 
foit avout living 3 in fact the refortor was . 


handled by hor Susband. 
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None. 


= sttitude tovards 
is SLOZODA's sresent Rental attitude 


en of SLOSQDA's sresent 
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irs. SLOBODA said that her husband did not discuss political 


- mattors with her dut ae t he appoared to like his job.as a 


translator/libsarian at the Polytechnic Institutes in Lvov. 
Additionally he azp er living in close proxicity to his om 
father and mother. — She authoritios kad provided a three-rooned 
flat and SLOSODA's income was in excess of 300 roubles a month 
which was quite goed Dy local standards. The oldest boy 
attended a boarding school and he. now spoke fluent Russian and 
correspondingly, ttle English. In short, 5 SLOZODA seemod 
quite content with kis presen’ lot but irs. SLCSCDA said she 

did not Imow what ker husband thought about the United States. 
She repeatedly asserted that her husband had 0+ only been 
reticent about his plans to dofect, but refrained fron discussing 
any of his edperiences in Soviet hands:prior to her arrival at 
Leningrad. irs. SLOZCDA cid not seem to think that euch 
reticence ag. betwean ran ang wife was at all unusual ! . 








H. \hat is SLONCIA going now to include emnlermont, nolitical | 


SE eS es 
activisios, nanes fori Gescrintions of nersons sith whos he is 


in centact ? 





« 


(201A YAR) 7 
PBLCIOIA Soe eee or asscciated ea ery sae with 
IPS 7 d LIPSKI kiew about SLOPUDA's derestion 


2. Padeuse -LIPSXT 


"See (G) above. 









but Jeter said cre theusht that he cust have beon the person ; 
responsible for encouraging her husband to consider foining the 
U.S. Army. Mrs. SLOSQDA recalls that. LIPSXI called on — in 
Franiturt on his arrival in Germany. Mrs. SLCSCDA said c , 
thought LIPS: was a Urrainian who had been with hor tuo 

in the U.X..as a D.?. alter the war.  LIPSXT continued tc séa 
the SLOBODA tunity f Pron a Ee to tige. in Gormany mut = wae stationed 
in Berlin and not Fravcfust. She fa not see LIFsit aft 
husband's defection. “She is therofore unable to sa; ehusnes o> 
not LIPS: mow anythé ng about her kusband's plans in this 
connection, , ot a 


At first Mrs. SLOSODA denied S11 hmowledgs o 
o 







J. “here are the SLO70DA children in U.S.S. R. ? 2 Heat sehas 
? Are thev deine civen anv tyre cr 
Snation ? 








are they atten 


rolitical inécctr 








Two of the SLCECDA children are at presont with their father 
in Lvov. ‘he eldes* goes to the International boarding school. 
in Lvov whilst the secernd son .(torn in Ascrica) at sends day 


BSeckool. The third child was too young attend school in Russia and 
is now in England with her mother, 


$ 


a 
‘ 
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‘across nothing: in my intoxrview with hoz to sus5es< 








K. 
Uro. SLODIDA oaid that oko travelled from Moscow to Londen 
with tho wifo of un sncrican citizen but sho claimed to te unable 


to mca]? the nane of this sorsen, oven thou at the time che 
cid asreo to write to the tionan concerned and toox cotails of 

her acdress in Ancrica. This woman also caso frei Lvov. | 

She had to wait seven cenths for-an exit visa and did not propose 
to return to the U.S.S.R. Yor husband wus dn electrical , ; 
engineer cni-possibly ef exigre stock. (Ura. SLOSODA said she 
understood ko was a U.S. citicen in much tho sare boat-aa hor* 








husband. 
Le How was corcunication established with her hiotend vefore 
she went to .U.S.S.R. and nersons in Pieland whilo she was 
in U.S.S.%.?° Did sho notico ary tyme of censorshin. ? 
—— 
fron tho ‘U.S.S.R. 


In: tho first. place hér husband wrote +o hor fren 
and sho had experienced no difficulty in sending letters from 
Lvov to her family in the U.xX. or indecd pubdsocuensly récoiving 
letters from her Lusband, ovon thcugh tho coil was sonetines 
subject to dolays waich night imply that censorship was taking 


place. 
Li Has.ske cont acted anv y Ue 
tho U.5.5.8.? Hogue t fu 





Sho kas made no vontant lth eny U.S. military personnel 
Since leaving the U.S.5.R.*. Her last contact with tho 
Anerican Military was in Gercany in 1960 and she recalled in 
particular the many Xindnossés sh been recoived at tke hands 
of the U.S. Red Cress who were of great assistance to her in 

_ her hour of nece, and wh in ; parti ccler raised sufficient funds 
to clear all cutstanding SLOBODA =. anily liabilities in Germany. 


4. COVCLUSTON 


On the basis . vy intorview wich tae SSeiein, which lasted 


upwards of two kours, I found it impossible to make up my mind recad 
Kro. SLOPODA. —e is “ait? sicult to talk to and the conéitions wd 
which we met in Ha its epolice Station; rwere by mo means ideal. Thilst 








it is possible that che kas withheld information which nicht incriminate 


hor as an accessory before the fact of ker husband's éefection I cane 
, that cha bn : 
that she hoa teen 


recruited by the R.I.S. or that her hustand was at 21]: forthconing with 


her when they were panei in the Soviet Union as to tke roasons 
and the rethod of defection. 


Nhen it was sugested to her that it micht be Pound dcsivable - 
to see her again, and that it right te core conveniont Sez such an 
hee! 


interview to be conducted in London, her reaction was unexpectedly 
sharp and adverse. “ath & Tluskeé Tace, she said that sho cid not see 


Why, anc indicated her rerked reluctance to take part in such iM 


exercise without, however, being 2dle to acéuco any particulerly ood 
pet for deing 60 reluctant. “Ske also seeneé to be taken abeex wren 
he was aeked what sho would be saying to the Russiens shculd they 
ieee her on her return to the U.S.S.R. cbout possidle aprresese 
from U.%. or U.S. intelligence agencies. Tho question secned to ¢ 
her completely by surprise as though such a Rossi bility had not oce 
to her up to thas moment. Eventually she munbled that sho éfd x 
kmow. Ske was therefore briefed to deny having had ; 
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and to lisit herself to staterents that of course sho had been. 


interviered in the normal way oy tha local police, as well as by 





the Press. Sno was asked to advise us - through the Ealifax Polite = 
if ehe did decide to procecd wita ter plan to go back to Russia, and 


she reluctantly agreed to de so. Sartoro sho left, I offered her 
5/- to moet the taxi fare to her bene, and this she gladly accepted. 


G- 





